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The dominant culture seems infinitely 
more concerned about results than 
process, and it often corrupts the means 
in an effort to justify the ends. 


People are taught to pop pills to solve 
their emotional and physical pains. 
They’re encouraged to give millions to 
find a cure for cancer, while ignoring the 
probable causes. They often stuff food 
into their mouths without a thought about where it’s from, who has 
suffered for it, what kind of chemicals it harbours. Many don’t 
consider its consequences on their bodies aside from, perhaps, the 
calorie content. It’s simply “I’m hungry, therefore I eat.” Neither do 
people think much about the products they buy. Who built it? 
Where were the components sourced? Did its construction result in 
pain or suffering for people, animals, or the earth? Again, it’s a 
simple “I want, therefore I shop” procedure. 


What’s so incredible about the great 21st century revolution, I think, 
is that it’s all about process. Critics attempt to dismiss the hundreds 
of thousands, millions, of people taking to the streets, saying they 
don’t really know what they want or how to get there. There may 
be some of that, people suddenly without jobs or homes who’ ve 
never really thought about “the system” or its alternatives. But 
they’re thinking about it now, and there are plenty of veteran 
activists who have invested decades studying what’s wrong, and 
together folks are imagining creative solutions for viable change. 


You don’t have to be a genius to realize that the middle class is 
disappearing, the gap between ultra rich and devastatingly poor is 
growing, there’s spiralling corruption in government/corporate 
relationships, and the state of our earth is of increasing concern with 
every passing moment. We’re in the streets because we know it’s 
time for change. Big change. Precisely what that change will look 
like, what to call it, and how we will get there, is something we’ll all 
work on together. In the streets. At the same time we’ re thinking 
about the type of world we can create, we are already creating it. 


While observing the beginnings of Victoria’s popular uprising on 
October 3rd, I was reminded of my own introduction to egalitarian 
group process. The first gulf war had commenced, alongside a 
decade of economic sanctions against the Iraqi people, which had 
been preceded by a war between Iran and Iraq in which the US had 
Supported the Iranians. It was the early 90s, I was a student at 
UVic, new to the world of social justice activism. I self-defined as 
an environmentalist but I soon realized the illogical injustice of war, 
saw it as a childish way to solve anything, and understood that war 
games are just a way to accumulate land, resources, money, and 
power while hurting civilians and the earth. 


We gathered with an agenda - to find a common basis of unity. 
Sounds simple, right? Hours later, after hearing everyone speak (and 
speak) we finally agreed on a message that coherently captured the 
many diverse reasons why we opposed the US invasion of Iraq. 


The next large group process I witnessed was at the Clayoquot 
Sound Peace Camp. Every night, around the campfire, willing 
arrestees gathered to discuss and agree upon a common action for 
the next morning. Would they sing, chant, lay down, link arms? 
Would they go willingly when arrested, or go limp? I wasn’t one of 
the arrestees, I chose to help in the camp’s kitchen, but I found the 
evening discussions — and especially the process — fascinating. 


On October 3rd 2011, a group of concerned citizens gathered next 
to City Hall to find their common ground. Rules of consensus were 
explained, and agreed upon. An agenda was agreed upon. The first 
item of business: naming. Some indigenous folk had suggested that 
the word “occupy” is a militaristic word used by imperialists and if 
we’re really going to restructure the system from the ground up, 
we'd better build a solid, non-colonialist, foundation. After some 
discussion, with all participants encouraged to speak (and anyone 
able to roll their arms if a speaker was rambling on too long), the 
issue was sent to a vote. Using hand signals, participants made their 








opinions known. It’s 
possible to abstain 
from voting, or block 
if you’re strongly 
opposed. 


I didn’t actively 
participate on October 
3rd. I was interested 
to see who was there, 
to listen, observe and 
document. I have a 
lot of faith in these 
mostly young (or 
young at heart) people 
concerned about their 
collective future, and I 
have faith in the 
process. It is as time kin 
consuming and WIA . 
sometimes frustrating i d Jai — 
a process as I DECOLA lo 
remembered it to be, 

because it challenges our cultural precept that whatever we want is 
already nicely packaged and readily available, and that it’s okay for 
the majority to rule over the minority. 





So far I’m pleased that local revolutionaries chose to release the 
word “occupy” and name our movement the People’s Assembly of 
Victoria. We acknowledge the simple fact that we are occupying 
unceded indigenous territory, and we respect and appreciate the 
ancient wisdom that has been passed from the elders. 


As we proceed with this awesome peaceful and nonviolent 
revolution, I hope we can remember that the process is as important 
as the final result. The process is where we show respect for each 
other’s opinions and ideas, where we listen, where we think and 
rethink until we find a creative solution that everyone can live with. 


Of course there’ll be those determined to throw a wrench into 
whatever works. They’re never satisfied. They constantly disagree, 
disrupt, or block. As the saying goes, there’s one in every crowd. 
Maybe they’re paid to disrupt any revolutionary success. Maybe 
they’re insecure. Maybe they’re ego-motivated and just want to hear 
themselves speak. They’re our greatest challenge, for sure, and 
while we’ve got to hear them and respect their opinions, I hope 
we’re able to hold strong our vision and devotion to change, and 
move forward with the rest of the world towards a common goal of 
peace, equality, and a healthy environment. 


We, who live on the stolen native land known as British Columbia, 
are stewards of a significant fresh water supply and the ancient 
rainforests that perpetuate it. We are guardians of what Wall $treet 
calls “natural resources.” We’re already challenged to stop a 
massive oil pipeline from Alberta and a monstrous Site C Dam 
slated to destroy the northern Peace River Valley. We shouldn’t be 
surprised that there will be energy invested to stop the revolution at 
its source. As one facilitator said, on the first night of the People’s 
Assembly of Victoria, “if you find yourself blocking everything, 
maybe you’re at the wrong meeting.” 


Some say god is in the details. I don’t believe in god, but I do 
believe that the future is in process. 


Janine Bandcroft is the founder of the Victoria Street Newz. She’s 
self-identified as an activist for over 20 years and has been sneered 
at, ridiculed, and called an idealist ... among other things. She’s just 
thrilled that she’s still alive to witness this great gathering of hearts 
and minds, and will do all she can to help it succeed. 


There were a couple of photo credit errors in the October 2011 issue. 
The photo of the flooded Kingcome Inlet is thanks to L. Hek’wa 
Puglas. And the top cover photo was from Shadia Fayne Wood. Both 
gave their prior permission to reprint, for which we’re grateful, and 
sorry for the error. 





Imagine an Amendment 
by cyann ray 


It’s always gratifying to land on the cover page but last month’s 
article caught me off guard. I’m still getting used to composing 
directly onto the keyboard and I was full of pain and frustration as I 
typed. Soon after the paper hit the streets, I wanted a full re-write! 
Instead, I’m writing this. 


Let me start off by saying that my story was all true save for a little 
hyperbole when I exclaimed “I CAN’T WALK!.” I can walk. It just 
really hurts most of the time. And it would cost $65 to see my foot 
guy, but that fee includes a thorough re-assessment and new 


castings made for my next pair of orthotics. 


It was indeed Harry Bloy who implemented the stringent policy 
regarding orthotic care. Since my article was printed however, 
Christy Clark relieved Mr. Bloy of his ministry position and placed 
in charge of the MSD (Ministry of Social Development) Stephanie 
Cadiuex, a woman I’m sure who will understand mobility issues. 


I have still been relying on the helpful staff at Carol James’ office 
and I know the MSD received my request over a month ago. I 
would have no way of knowing this without my MLA intervening 
on my behalf. Which brings me to my last amendment. I still feel 
that generally, our government doesn’t give a damn about us, but at 
certain levels, certain politicians do care and are working towards 
solutions. 


I am still waiting to get orthotics. 


Victoria Street Newz 
November 2011, Volume 8 #8 
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Can Occupy Wall Street” Revive Left Activism? 


by Mickey Z 


“You say you got a real solution? Well, you know, wed all love to see the 


plan.’ 


John Lennon, “Revolution” 


“Id join the movement if there was one I could believe in.’ 


I was reminded of the above rock star quotes as I 
read criticisms of the “Occupy Wall Street” (OWS) 
protest. No, not the predictably smug mainstream 
dismissal of almost all activism as the domain of 
bored rich kids. 


Rather, I’m thinking about the smug left wing 
dismissal of any activism that isn’t inspired by 
theoretical purity, e.g. Lauren Ellis in Mother Jones, 
who mockingly summed up the effort as “First make 
noise, then decide what the noise is all about?” 


Not only does such an assessment miss the point 
that yeah, sometimes it does start with noise but 
Ellis and her ilk are also falling prey to a familiar 
Leftist trap. Way too many progressives imply that 
unless activists expound a specific vision for 
change, their actions are doomed or, at the very 
least, naive and counter-productive 


This remarkably unsophisticated reaction misses the 
essential role critical analysis plays in a society 
where problems —and their causes—are so cleverly 
disguised. When discussing the future, the first step 
is often an identification and demystification of the 
past and present—even if you have to commandeer 
an entire public park to start that process. 


If nothing else, as Vijay Prashad reminds us, “Those 
who have decided not to leave their tarpaulin homes, 
and who are being brutally treated by the New York 
police department, have an instinctively better solution 
for the country than those who want to throttle demand 
further by austerity (the GOP) and those who want to 
call for a stimulus without any challenge to the 
financial mandarins who would rather send the US 
economy into a swamp than lose their own power over 
the world economic system (Obama).” 
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Besides, what value would any so-called “solutions’ 
hold while we are still in the midst of myriad global 
crises? I like to imagine that if we began detaching 
ourselves from a system designed to destroy us (and 
all life) and began dismantling that system, we’d 
create a space in which we could recognize paths 
and options currently not visible to us. 


Perhaps most important of all, if so many sage 
leftists are cringing at the “too vague” manifestoes 
put forth at OWS, why not go there and join in? 
Deconstructing the theory of activists in the midst of 
direct action is easy. Going there and sharing your 
thoughts is a far more satisfying and collective act. 


For example, when I first visited the people’s 
commune in Zuccotti Park, I found myself asked to 
do an interview. In the three minutes I was filmed, I 
was able to discuss an angle I felt was being 
neglected: ecocide. 


The interviewer asked me about all types of justice 
but did not mention the environment. So I did. Now 
that video is on an OWS website for any of the 
occupiers to peruse...or not. By the time this post 
has gone live, I will also have returned to donate 
some of my books to the OWS “library.” 


As I saw it, there were two feasible options: 


1. Write a scathing critique of the “innocents” 
staging this protest 
2. Go there in person and offer input, face to face 


I chose option #2 and in the process was treated to an 


Bono, “Acrobat” 


occupation far more complex and cooperative than I 
could’ ve imagined. With the corporate media either 
ignoring or marginalizing the effort and some on the 
Left looking down their jaded noses at the lack of a 
unified message, I was unsure what to expect. 


What I found was essentially a collective of 
committed activists—of all ages, ethnicities, 
abilities, and disabilities— occupying a park with a 
sleeping and dining section along with specific areas 
for medicine, finances, arts and crafts, the 
aforementioned library, and much more. 


Was everyone equally aware, equally radical, or 
equally justice minded. Of course not. Since when 
is that the goal? Since when is that even possible? 


For now, instead of asking if every occupier 
understands gender theory or rejects speciesism, try 
these questions on for size: 


Is your home under threat of foreclosure? 

Have you been laid off or “downsized”? 

Are you unable to afford education? 

Are you one of the 40-45 million or so 
Americans without health insurance? 

* Are you barely living paycheck to paycheck? 

* Are you angry about corporate welfare, 
corporate personhood, and tax breaks for the rich? 
* Are you tired of 54% of your tax dollars going 
to the US military? 


x 
x 
x 
x 


Simply put: Are you ready to say no to global 
policies that subsidize the wealthy while promoting 
war, poverty, oppression, and ecocide? 


If you answered yes to any of these queries, 
congratulations: you’re part of the proverbial “99%” 
and you might want to get involved in this fight, a 
fight for nothing less than our future and the future 
of all life. 


I’ve said this before, but it bears repeating: 
Participating in sustained direct action is not always 
a popular choice. It could put us at odds with our 
friends, family, and community. It could jeopardize 
our careers. It could even lead to violent conflict 
with law enforcement officers. Scary stuff, for sure. 


But ask yourself this: What frightens you more, 
getting ticketed for disorderly conduct or 
comprehending that every 3.6 seconds, a human 
being starves to death somewhere on the planet? 


When future generations ask what you did to defend 
all life on earth, will you talk of how effortlessly 
you deconstructed the impure revolutionary theory 
of those on the front lines or will you simply and 
honestly reply: “I did 
my part”? 


Mickey Z. is the author of 
11 books, most recently 
the novel Darker Shade 
of Green. Until the laws 
are changed or the power 
runs out, he blogs at 
www.mickeyz.net, and 
can be found on an 
obscure website called 
Facebook. This article 
was originally published 
at www,fairsharecommon- 
heritage.org 
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Kevolution on Wall Street 
Statement of Solidarity 


“As we gather together in solidarity to express a feeling of mass injustice, 
we must not lose sight of what brought us together. We write so that all 
people who feel wronged by the corporate forces of the world can know that 
we are your allies. 
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As one people, united, we acknowledge the reality: that the future of the 
human race requires the cooperation of its members; that our system must 
protect our rights, and upon corruption of that system, it is up to the 
individuals to protect their own rights, and those of their neighbors; that a 
democratic government derives its just power from the people, but 
corporations do not seek consent to extract wealth from the people and the 
Earth; and that no true democracy is attainable when the process is 
determined by economic power. We come to you at a time when corpora- 
tions, which place profit over people, self-interest over justice, and 
Oppression over equality, run our governments. We have peaceably 
assembled here, as is our right, to let these facts be known. 


They have taken our houses through an illegal foreclosure process, despite 
not having the original mortgage. 


They have taken bailouts from taxpayers with impunity, and continue to give 
Executives exorbitant bonuses. 


They have perpetuated inequality and discrimination in the workplace based 
on age, the color of one’s skin, sex, gender identity and sexual orientation. 


They have poisoned the food supply through negligence, and undermined 
the farming system through monopolization. 


They have profited off of the torture, confinement, and cruel treatment of 
countless nonhuman animals, and actively hide these practices. 


They have continuously sought to strip employees of the right to negotiate 
for better pay and safer working conditions. 


They have held students hostage with tens of thousands of dollars of debt on 
education, which is itself a human right. 


They have consistently outsourced labor and used that outsourcing as 
leverage to cut workers’ healthcare and pay. 


They have influenced the courts to achieve the same rights as people, with 
none of the culpability or responsibility. 


They have spent millions of dollars on legal teams that look for ways to get 
them out of contracts in regards to health insurance. 


They have sold our privacy as a commodity. 
They have used the military and police force to prevent freedom of the press. 


They have deliberately declined to recall faulty products endangering lives 
in pursuit of profit. 


They determine economic policy, despite the catastrophic failures their 
policies have produced and continue to produce. 


They have donated large sums of money to politicians supposed to be 
regulating them. 


They continue to block alternate forms of energy to keep us dependent on oil. 


They continue to block generic forms of medicine that could save people’s 
lives in order to protect investments that have already turned a substantive 
profit. 


They have purposely covered up oil spills, accidents, faulty bookkeeping, 
and inactive ingredients in pursuit of profit. 


They purposefully keep people misinformed and fearful through their 
control of the media. 


They have accepted private contracts to murder prisoners even when 
presented with serious doubts about their guilt. 


They have perpetuated colonialism at home and abroad. 
They have participated in the torture and murder of innocent civilians overseas. 


They continue to create weapons of mass destruction in order to receive 
government contracts. 


To the people of the world, 


We, the New York City General Assembly occupying Wall Street in Liberty 
Square, urge you to assert your power. 


Exercise your right to peaceably assemble; occupy public space; create a 
process to address the problems we face, and generate solutions accessible to 
everyone. 


To all communities that take action and form groups in the spirit of direct 
democracy, we offer support, documentation, and all of the resources at our 
disposal. 


p? 


Join us and make your voices heard 


Victoria Street Newz 


9/11 newz 
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9/11: “The Big Magic Trick” Ten Years Later 


(Third of Three Parts) 
By Gordon Follard 


In the last two editions of Street Newz we looked 
at how the so-called “terrorist attacks” of 
September 11th, 2001, were actually a 
““false-flag” operation orchestrated by a small 
cabal at the pinnacle of power in Washington, 
D.C., to provide a pretext for waging two phony 
wars, pillaging the energy resources of the 
Middle East and Central Asia, cracking down on 
political dissidents and pouring hundreds of 
billions of dollars of public money into the 
coffers of oil, arms and security companies. 


Let’s now conclude our article about what really 
happened on September 11th, 2001, by looking at 
some more of the official 9/11 lies and deceptions: 


e Of all the phony “false-flag”’ wars that have 
been manufactured by various countries over 
the centuries, none has been more transparently 
bogus than the present war in Afghanistan. 
Contrary to all the propaganda and mythology, 
the U.S. actually made the decision to invade 
Afghanistan months before 9/11 in order to use 
the country as a pipeline conduit to “unlock” 
hundreds of billions of dollars worth of oil and 
gas in the Caspian Basin — and one of the main 
reasons why the 9/11 “attacks” were staged was 
to provide an excuse for the invasion. 


For the past ten years it has been almost 
impossible to have any honest, rational public 
discussion about the war in Afghanistan since 
anyone questioning the official story has been 
immediately denounced by the authorities as crazy, 
unpatriotic, anti-American, against our troops and 
even pro-terrorist. This torrent of vicious abuse 1s 
not surprising since the last thing the authorities in 
the U.S. or Canada want is for people to take an 
honest, open-minded look at this war. 


We’ ve already seen that the official version of the 
9/11 “attacks” (which were ostensibly the main 
reason for invading Afghanistan) is a pack of lies, 
and, as we will soon see, the official story about 
the genesis of the war is equally fraudulent. 
Indeed, as former British cabinet minister 
Michael Meacher notes: “The so-called ‘war on 
terrorism’ is a political myth that was propagated 
to pave the way for a wholly different agenda: 
the U.S. goal of world hegemony, built around 
securing by force command over the oil supplies 
required to drive the whole project.” 


From the moment the neo-conservative hawks of 
the Bush-Cheney administration took power in 
Washington in January, 2001, one of their 
paramount goals was to gain control of the vast oil 
and gas reserves of the Caspian Basin and Iraq. 
And their first specific goal was the construction 
of multi-billion-dollar hydrocarbon pipelines from 
the oil and gas fields of Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan 
and Kazakhstan, through Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, to the Indian Ocean. 


A giant energy consortium called Cent Gas was 
established to carry out this project, and the U.S. 
Energy Department couldn’t have been more 
candid in describing the role it expected 
Afghanistan to play in this project. A department 
information bulletin in September, 2000, stated 
bluntly: “Afghanistan’s significance from an 
energy standpoint stems from its geographic 
position as a potential transit route for oil and 
natural gas exports from Central Asia to the 
Arabian Sea. This potential includes proposed 
multi-billion-dollar oil and gas export pipelines 
through Afghanistan.” 


This article is dedicated to the memory of Hal Sisson, the distinguished lawyer, 
author and activist who was among the first to question “the official 9/11 fairy 
tale” and who inspired me and others to investigate the events of September 
11th, 2001, to try to discover the truth about what really happened that day. 


Initially, the U.S. hoped the Taliban regime, in 
power in Afghanistan at the time would agree to 
rubber-stamp the pipeline project and it started 
talks with the Taliban, with Leili Helms, niece of 
former CIA Director Richard Helms, serving as 
the unofficial U.S. “ambassador.” 


At that time, of course, the U.S. was loudly 
proclaiming in public that it was doing everything 
it could to try to capture or kill Osama bin Laden, 
who was living in Afghanistan. But privately, 
according to Leili Helms, the situation was totally 
different. In fact, Helms says, the Taliban offered 
several times to extradite bin Laden to the U.S. or 
even to assassinate him — but the U.S. 
government always declined those offers. 


While the Taliban was quite prepared to throw bin 
Laden to the wolves, so to speak, it wasn’t willing 
to go along with the U.S. pipeline mega-project 
unless it received a substantial share of the 
profits. Not surprisingly, Cent Gas refused to offer 
any concessions to the “uppity” Taliban — and at 
that point Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld et al 
decided the Taliban simply had to go. 


In July, 2001, U.S. officials summoned some of 
their key allies to a four-day secret meeting in 
Berlin, and, according to the respected veteran 
diplomat Niaz Naik, who represented Pakistan at 
that meeting, the U.S. made it absolutely clear 
what was going to happen. Naik later told the 
BBC: “The American officials told us military 
action against Afghanistan would go ahead by the 
middle of October at the latest — before the snows 
started falling in Afghanistan.” 


So the stage was now set for the U.S. to proceed 
with its manufactured war in Afghanistan. In the 
first week of September 2001, 44,000 U.S. troops 
and 18,000 British troops were massed in 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan in preparation for the 
invasion of Afghanistan — and, as we’ve seen, the 
phony “terrorist attacks” of September 11th 
provided the pretext for the invasion, which 
began on October 7th. 


The Taliban regime was quickly toppled and the 
U.S. installed at the head of the Afghan 
government a notoriously corrupt, cut-throat 
wheeler-dealer named Hamid Karzai, who had 
worked for years as a lobbyist for Unocal and 
had been one of the most vocal cheerleaders for 
the Cent Gas pipeline project. 


Ten years later Karzai and his cronies are still in 
power in Kabul and this phony war drags on 

— and it will undoubtedly continue to do so until 
the last dollar’s worth of oil and gas has been 
siphoned from the Caspian Basin and exported 
through the network of pipelines snaking across 
Afghanistan — or “Pipelinestan,” as some cynical 
observers now call it. 


In addition, we mustn’t forget the billions of 
dollars of profits being generated annually by 
Afghanistan’s opium industry, which had been 
largely curtailed by the Taliban but which now 
flourishes under the direction of one of Hamid 
Karzai’s warlord brothers. Indeed, a recent UN 
report noted 93 percent of the world’s opium is 
now being produced from poppies grown in 
Afghanistan. 


Sadly, of course, Canada is one of many 
countries that has found itself ensnared in the 
horrific web of greed, deceit and bloodshed in 
Afghanistan. Indeed, in all the annals of our 


country’s history, it is difficult to think of 
anything more tragic and heart-rending than the 
fact that more than 150 brave and well-inten- 
tioned young Canadians have lost their lives in 
this totally bogus war. 


For more details see: 


e The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy and Its 
Geostrategic Imperatives by Zbigniew Brzezinski 


e Sorrows of Empire: Militarism, Secrecy and the End 
of the Republic by Chalmers Johnson 


e The Road to 9/11: Wealth, Empire and the Future of 
America by Peter Dale Scott 


e “This War on Terrorism is Bogus” by Michael 
Meacher in Global Outlook (Issue 11), 2006 


¢ To fully understand the story of 9/11, it is 
essential to realize that 9/11 was not just one of 
history’s greatest frauds but also one of 
history’s greatest “robberies.” As a direct result 
of the events of September L1th, 2001 hundreds 
of millions of dollars flowed into the pockets of 
“lucky” WTC lease-holders and stock market 
investors — and hundreds of billions of dollars 
have poured into the coffers of even “luckier” 
oil, arms and security companies. 


As we’ ve already seen, Larry Silverstein, who 
purchased a 99-year lease on the World Trade 
Center buildings from the Port Authority of New 
York just six weeks before 9/11, made a fortune 
in insurance claims (a total settlement of $4.68 
billion) when Buildings 1, 2 and 7 collapsed. But 
“Lucky Larry” was by no means the only 
“winner” in the Great 9/11 Bonanza. Thousands 
of others also cashed in. 


Among those who made mega-bucks were a 
number of investors — still unidentified to this 
day — who clearly had inside information when 
they bought massive numbers of “put options” 
(investments that pay off when a stock 
nose-dives) in the four companies most 
drastically affected by the “attacks” (American 
Airlines, United Airlines, Morgan Stanley and 
Merrill Lynch) just days before 9/11. 


From September 6th to 10th, the number of put 
options bought for United Airlines was 90 times 
above normal — and on the Thursday before the 
“attacks” it was an astounding 285 times higher 
than usual. During the same period, the number 
of put options purchased for American Airlines 
was 60 times above normal. There was no similar 
trading pattern for any other airline. 


Meanwhile, over the same five days, on the 
Chicago Board Options Exchange, the number of 
put options bought for Morgan Stanley jumped to 
12,215 from a normal average of 212, and the 
number of put options purchased for Merrill Lynch 
increased to 3,053 from a normal average of 252. 


As veteran financial analyst Dylan Ratigan of 
Bloomberg Financial News observed: “This 
trading pattern was absolutely unprecedented. It 
was either the most extraordinary coincidence in 
human history — or it was insider trading of the 
worst, most horrific, most evil kind.” 


Not surprisingly, one of the biggest financial “win- 
ners” was none other than Dick Cheney, whose 
company Halliburton and its various subsidiaries 
such as Kellogg, Brown and Root gorged 
themselves on contracts resulting from 9/11 and 
the ensuing wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 


Indeed, at Senate hearings in December, 2005, 
Senator Frank Lautenberg was shocked to discover 





that the value of Halliburton 


stock options held by Cheney 
(even though he was still 
Vice-President at that time) 
had grown by 3,281 per cent 
in just a little over a year to 
be worth more than 
$8-million, largely, he noted, 
“because Halliburton has 
already raked in more than 
$10-billion from the 
Bush-Cheney administration 
for work in Iraq.” In one of 
the greatest understatements 
of all time, Senator 
Lautenberg observed: “It is 
unseemly for the Vice-Presi- 
dent to continue to benefit 
from this company at the same 
time his administration funnels 
billions of dollars to it.” 


Even more mind-boggling 
was the disclosure at 
hearings chaired by 
Congressman Henry 
Waxman that a no-bid 
contract had given 
Halliburton-KBR the 
authority to administer all of 
Iraq’s oil fields and to 
distribute the oil. 


Ten years after 9/11 
Halliburton and its hundreds 
of subsidiaries and affiliates 
continue to loot the energy 
resources of Iraq and Central 
Asia, with no end in sight. 
And, unfortunately, Hallibur- 
ton isn’t the only corporate 
vulture that has grown fat 
over the past decade by 
preying on the carnage of 
9/11, Afghanistan and Iraq. 


Thousands of other 
companies have also made 
fortunes, including, of 
course, the legions of 
“private contractors” (i.e. 
mercenaries) who have 
swept across Afghanistan 
and Iraq over the past decade 
like giant swarms of locusts. 
U.S. political commentator 
Thom Hartmann estimates 
that over the past ten years 
more than a trillion dollars 
from U.S. taxpayers alone 
has been funneled into the 
coffers of oil, arms and 
security companies as a 
direct result of 9/11. 


And for all of these 
companies the “good times” 
keep rolling right along. 


continued on page 5 .... 
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Dick Cheney is at least right about one 
thing. As he says, “the war on terrorism will 
never end in our lifetimes.” For Cheney and 
all the others who have enriched themselves 
by exploiting the events of September 11th, 
2001, 9/11 is the gift that will keep on 
giving for decades to come. 


For more details see: 


e 9/11 Revealed: Challenging the Facts Behind 
the War on Terror by Ian Henshall and Rowland 


Morgan 

e Crossing the Rubicon by Michael C. Ruppert 
e Towers of Deception by Barrie Zwicker 

e Drugs, Oil and War: The United States in 


Afghanistan, Colombia and Indochina by Peter 
Dale Scott 


¢ The official 9/11 commission — which the 
Bush-Cheney administration appointed very 
reluctantly after stonewalling for 441 days 

— was not really an honest attempt to discover 
the truth about 9/11 but was actually a 
pseudo-inquiry intended to give the public 
the impression that an investigation was 
being carried out while making absolutely 
sure the truth would remain concealed. 


For obvious reasons, the Bush-Cheney 
administration had hoped it could avoid 
calling any inquiry into the events of 
September 11th, 2001, and it stalled for as 
long as it possibly could. But eventually it 
came under so much pressure, especially from 
the families of some of the 9/11 victims, it had 
to fall back on Plan B: call an “investigation” 
but keep it so tightly controlled that the truth 
would never come out. 


The so-called National Commission on 
Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States 
(the 9/11 commission) was co-chaired by 
two pillars of Washington’s political 
establishment, Thomas Kean and Lee 
Hamilton, but it was under the total de facto 
control of its executive director Philip 
Zelikow, a leading neo-con ideologue and 
long-time close associate of Dick Cheney. 
Indeed, some wags had even referred to 
Zelikow as “Dick Cheney’s Dick Cheney.” 
He could be absolutely counted on to 
produce a whitewash — which is exactly 
what he did. 


We’ ve already looked at many of the most 
significant lies in the commission report, 
but the list goes on — and on, and on, and 
on! Another of the commission’s most 
flagrant lies, for example, is its claim that 
none of the four “black boxes” onboard the 
planes that hit the towers were recovered 
— when, in fact, all four were found. 
Recovery workers Mike Bellone and 
Norman De Masi watched as FBI agents 
confiscated “black box” materials from 
first-responders at Ground Zero and they 
say FBI officials warned them to “shut up” 
about what they had observed. 


Several times the commission cites as its 
source for various claims “disclosures” by 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, whom it 
describes as “‘one of the masterminds” of 
9/11. But the commission report doesn’t 
mention that U.S. interrogators, by their 
own admission, subjected Khalid to 
water-boarding torture no fewer than 183 
times — so any “evidence” he provided was 
obviously useless. As for Khalid being a 
9/11 “mastermind,” all of the evidence 
indicates he was nothing more than a 
pathetic, mentally disturbed patsy, and he 
probably couldn’t have even “master- 
minded” the robbery of a neighbourhood 
convenience store. 


We also find repeated in the commission 
report all of the lies we heard at the time of 
9/11 about the highly-publicized, but totally 
fake, phone calls that some passengers 


aboard the “hijacked” planes supposedly 
made to relatives and friends — including 
the two notorious “farewell phone 
conversations” that Flight 77 passenger 
Barbara Olson was said to have had with 
her husband, U.S. Solicitor General Ted 
Olson. American Airlines records revealed 
— and even the FBI acknowledged in 2006 
— that the “Olson phone conversations on 
9/11” never actually occurred. 


Another particularly noteworthy lie is the 
claim by the commission that U.S. officials 
were caught completely off guard by the 
“attacks” and there had been no advance 
warnings of any kind. That is totally untrue. 
Actually, in the period leading up to 9/11, 
U.S. officials had received warnings from 
eleven foreign intelligence agencies 

— including a detailed briefing from two 
senior representatives of Israel’s Mossad 

-- that Arab “terrorists” might be planning 
to carry out a major operation in New York 
City, possibly involving crashing hijacked 
planes into buildings. Incredibly, however, 
the U.S. authorities seemed strangely 
unconcerned and didn’t look into any of 
these reports. 


Moreover, high-profile Washington attorney 
and long-time political operative David 
Philip Schippers says he received similar 
intelligence information from three FBI 
agents several weeks before 9/11 and tried 
repeatedly to contact Attorney-General John 
Ashcroft but was unable to reach him. The 
U.S. authorities, Schippers says, seemed to 
have a very peculiar lack of interest in this 
information. 


We should also look briefly at one more of the 
commission’s major lies -- which concerns 
the military “war games” that Vice-President 
Cheney and Defense Secretary Rumsfeld had 
arranged to stage, by the strangest of 
“coincidences,” on September 11th, 2001. 
Although the commission report states there 
was just one small-scale “war game” that day 
and it was of no consequence, there were 
actually five large-scale “war games” on 9/11 
and they were of great consequence. They 
caused a huge amount of disruption and 
confusion for the air force with its flight 
patterns and communication systems. It was 
obviously no coincidence that Cheney and 
Rumsfeld had scheduled these “war games” 
for September 11th. They served as the 
perfect cover for their “false-flag” operation. 
Indeed, the “war game” that was officially 
known as “Northern Vigilance” could more 
appropriately have been called “Northern 
Diversion”! 


In addition to all of the outright lies in the 
commission report, a lot of key evidence 
was deliberately omitted from the 
document. As we’ve already noted, for 
example, there isn’t a single word in the 
report about the collapse of WTC Building 
7 or the startling testimony by Transporta- 
tion Secretary Norman Mineta about what 
Dick Cheney said and did in the basement 
bunker of the White House while the 9/11 
drama unfolded. Also totally omitted from 
the report is WTC custodian William 
Rodriguez’s testimony describing the 
explosions in the North Tower. 


And there are many other omissions. For 
example, Sibel Edmonds, who worked for 
the FBI translating highly sensitive 
intelligence documents, testified for 3 % 
hours before the 9/11 commission in closed 
session, but all of her testimony has been 
labelled “classified” and remains suppressed 
to this day. Edmonds has publicly disclosed, 
however, she provided the commission with 
evidence that senior U.S. officials 


maintained “intimate relations” with Osama 
bin Laden right up to 9/11 and “were 
especially interested in cooperating with 
him to gain control of the huge energy 
supplies in Central Asia.” 


For a detailed, comprehensive analysis of 
the 9/11 commission report, check out 
David Ray Griffin’s devastating critique, 
The 9/11 Commission Report: Omissions 
and Distortions. Griffin blitzes through the 
571-page document like a machine-gun, 
exposing dozens of the most significant lies, 
deceptions, distortions and omissions. 


Indeed, even John Farmer, who served as 
senior counsel for the 9/11 commission, 
admitted in his recent book, The Ground 
Truth, that almost every person involved in 
the 9/11 investigation lied to varying degrees 
about the events of that day. “At some level 
of the government, at some point in time,” 
Farmer states, “there was an agreement not 
to tell the truth about what happened.” 


Personally, having studied the 9/11 
commission report line by line -- or, more to 
the point, lie by lie -- I can hardly find 
words strong enough to condemn this 
document. It is a totally cynical and 
dishonest response to one of the greatest 
tragedies in history. To put it bluntly, the 
9/11 commission produced a report that is 
fraudulent from the first page to the last, 
and in doing so it showed utter contempt 
not only for the people of the United States 
but for all of humanity. 


For more details see: 


e The 9/11 Report by the National Commission 


on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States 
(Thomas A Kean, chair) 


e “The 9/11 Commission Report -- A 571-page 
Lie” by David Ray Griffin in Global Outlook 
(Issue 11), 2006 

e 9/11: The Big Lie by Thierry Meyssan 


e The Hidden History of 9-11-2001 by Paul 
Zarembka 


¢ Of the hundreds of lies that the U.S. 
authorities have told about 9/11, perhaps the 
most vicious and outrageously false of all is 
their claim that critics of the official story 
are “unpatriotic” and “anti-American.” 


AS we’ ve seen, the official version of 9/11 
is a pack of lies from beginning to end, so it 
obviously cannot be defended on any 
rational basis. That is why the U.S. 
authorities, from the moment the first plane 
hit the North Tower, didn’t try to present 
evidence rationally but declared instead that 
“you’re with us or you’re against us.” 
Anyone who didn’t blindly accept the 
official story was viciously demonized as a 
foolish conspiracy theorist, a lunatic, an 
anti-American wacko, a terrorist 
sympathizer etc. And, of course, as soon as 
the phony wars in Afghanistan and Iraq 
began, anyone criticizing the official 
version of 9/11 was denounced as 
“unpatriotic” and “against our troops.” 


Unfortunately, this intensive campaign of 
brainwashing and intimidation was highly 
effective in the atmosphere of fear and 
hysteria that followed the 9/11 “attacks.” 
Even among the usually vocal critics on the 
left, only a few exceptionally courageous 
individuals, such as Hal Sisson here in 
Victoria, were willing to speak out publicly 
and question the official story. 


Astonishingly, some of the authorities’ 
well-trained attack-dogs in the corporate 
media even claimed that 9/11 critic and 
prominent theologian David Ray Griffin 
“can’t really be a true Christian if he doesn’t 
believe the official story of 9/11.” But Griffin 
brilliantly refuted that claim in a wonderfully 


thoughtful book, Christian Faith and the 
Truth Behind 9/11. Griffin observed: “The 
evidence that 9/11 was an inside job is 
overwhelming to anyone with eyes to see, 
and Christian faith at its best serves to open 
people’s eyes to this evidence. When 
Christian faith is subordinated to faith in 
American ‘goodness,’ however, it becomes a 
blinding faith, producing Christians with 
eyes wide shut.” 


In trying to discredit the 9/11 critics, the 
authorities have repeatedly dismissed them 
as “a bunch of unpatriotic anti-American 
left-wingers.” But, in fact, nothing could be 
further from the truth. For example, friends 
of retired Air Force Captain Russ Wittenberg 
say he is “so patriotic he bleeds red, white 
and blue.” Those who know former WTC 
custodian William Rodriguez say he “would 
do anything for his country -- except lie.” 
San Francisco architect Richard Gage had 
been a life-long Republican and a strong 
supporter of George W. Bush before 
studying the 9/11 issue. And physicist 
Steven E. Jones comes from very 
conservative Mormon roots in Utah. 


Indeed, while carrying out my research over 
the past five years, one of the things I found 
most interesting was the fact that ideology 
plays practically no role in the 9/11 issue. 
This is truly not a question of right or left 
but one of right or wrong. 


I also came to recognize that we should be 
much more careful about how we use the 
words “patriot” and “hero,” which tend to 
be thrown around in our society today with 
reckless abandon. When using these words, 
we should always make a clear distinction 
between genuine patriotic heroes and 
pseudo-patriotic zeroes. 


Genuine patriotic heroes are people like 
William Rodriguez and David Ray Griffin 
who are willing to risk their careers and 
reputations, and even their lives, in pursuit of 
the truth. Pseudo-patriotic zeroes are people 
like Dick Cheney and his cronies who 
constantly wrap themselves in the flag -- but 
only to try to cover up their moral nakedness. 


As William Rodriguez has observed, there 
is only one way “to truly honour what is 
great and positive in the American tradition 
and reject what is evil and negative,’ and 
that is not by blindly accepting the official 
lies about 9/11 but by demanding the truth. 


And, most importantly of all, we must never 
forget that hundreds of thousands of 
innocent people have been killed or maimed 
as a direct result of the 9/11 fraud, and we 
have a compelling moral responsibility to 
every one of those people to insist that we 
be told the truth about what really happened 
on September 11th, 2001. 


For more details see: 


e 9/11 Contradictions: An Open Letter to 
Congress and the Press by David Ray Griffin 
e The Terror Conspiracy: Provocation, 
Deception and 9/11 by Jim Marrs 

e 9/11 and American Empire: Muslims, 
Christians and Jews Speak Out -- essays by 
leading religious thinkers 

e What Really Happened on 9/11 (DVD) by Wil- 
liam Rodriguez 

e www.PatriotsQuestion9 11.com 

e www.911SharetheTruth.com 

e www.STJ911.org 


Gordon Pollard, who is a native of Victoria, 
has a MA in History from Columbia 
University in New York City and a BA in 
History and English from the University 

of Victoria. After working for 10 years as 

a journalist in B.C., Alberta, and Ontario, 
Gordon spent 20 years teaching English and 
History in Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Zimbabwe 
and Sri Lanka. 
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Troy Davis Path to Glory 


Tuesday night I watched Stanley Kubrick’s 1957 film of Keith Loh’s, ‘Paths to Glory.’ Turner 
Classics played it, and God bless, by the way, Ted Turner! Can you imagine a serious anti-war 
film, featuring A-list stars, as Kirk Douglas was at the time, made today. 


Douglas was so taken with Loh’s book, we viewers were informed before the picture, that he not 
only agreed to star, but bank-rolled it. God bless Kirk Douglas, too! 


The story is set at the French front, in the middle of the First World War. Douglas is an officer, and 
former lawyer, who must offer up three sacrificial lambs to a Court Martial, ordinary soldiers made 
to pay with their lives for a disastrously planned and executed assault on a key enemy position. 


The Germans are of course assumed to be the enemy, but as things unfold we discover the real 
enemy, the ones the high command really fear and hate are not the German soldiers on the other 
side of no-man’s land, but the regulars they command to; first, live in the trenches; then, to throw 
their lives away for nothing more than the ambitions of their superiors. 


Wednesday night, I watched an American murdered in slo-mo; a black man killed by a state who 
feared and hated him not for his crime, for everyone knew him to be as innocent as Loh’s three 
French soldiers, but because showing clemency would mean admitting “mistakes” were made, are 
always made, and must continue to be made. 


But this passion play, much like the famed revolution to come, was not televised, at least not in 
the regular sense. 


Though millions around the world followed Troy Davis’ progress to the gallows, signing petitions 
and sent money for his, ultimately futile, attempt to stay the hand of a judiciary determined to 
remain unmoved, the network news was notably absent the Georgia Diagnostic and Classification 
prison grounds, where hundreds of supporters stood vigil. 


I watched, with tens of thousands of others, on-line at Democracy Now! I heard Troy Davis’ 
family tell his story: locked up on death row for the 1989 murder of policeman, Mark MacPhail, 
shot dead outside the convenience store where he moonlighted as a security guard. 


The family related how seven of nine witnesses recanted the eye-witness testimony that helped 
convict Davis, saying they had been, by turn: intimidated; coached; and blackmailed to finger 
Davis. I watched his sister, too ill to stand, but determined to rise from her wheelchair for a 
moment to demonstrate her refusal to be bowed by the State, who had seen her brother taken to 
death’s door three times already, only to relent at the last moment. 


Indeed, on this night there was hope in the crowd. 


Cheers went up, heard despite the roaring winds of the circling police helicopters, when the 
appointed hour came and went without word of Troy’s dispatch. Then news there was a temporary 
stay while Supreme Court Justice, Clarence Thomas reviewed finally if there indeed be too much 
doubt to send a man to his doom. 


And, though Thomas in the end didn’t doubt, The Pope in Rome begged clemency; though 
Thomas was certain, former FBI director, William Sessions was not convinced; though Thomas 
closed the book on Troy Davis’ life, former President Jimmy Carter, and Archbishop Emeritus, 
Desmond Tutu, and Jesse Jackson, and Amnesty International, and a host of people celebrated and 
otherwise sent to be opened more than 630,000 petitions without effect. 


Following four hours of false hopes, at 11:08pm edt, Wednesday September 21st, 2011 Troy 
Davis left this world. 


His faith remained strong through the end, we’re told, his last words maintaining his innocence, 
and expressing condolences for the MacPhail family’s loss and sorrow, and then prayers God 
would bless his executioners. 


God bless you, Troy Davis, and God bless all you innocent Troy Davis’ who are made to pay for 
the crimes your betters cannot bear. 


Chris Cook offers alternative views via Gorilla Radio, Mondays on CF UV radio, and online at 
PacificFreePress.com. Photo: REUTERS/Tami Chappell. 





newz for thought 
Fraught-Full 


by Brian Mason 


A growing number of climate scientists, public intellectuals and social commentators 
are coalescing around a profoundly disturbing observation: human civilization as we 
know it has entered its end times. Unlike the religious millenarianists, this emerging 
group of thinkers is dismally secular in its approach. It’s not the Second Coming of 
Christ they’re worried about: it’s us — the end of us, to be precise. 


If you happen to be part of this camp and believe that total collapse is imminent 

— whether due to climate change, the natural end of capitalism, or some other 
anthropic inducement — then you are left with perhaps five options when you get out 
of bed tomorrow morning (if you would still consider it worthwhile to get out of bed): 


1. Chuck everything and party like there’s only a few tomorrows left, which, 
according to your worldview, is accurate! Buy yourself a Hummer, jet off to the Mal- 
dives for a little beach time. 


2. Grow your own food, buy a pit-bull, hunker down for the angry, grim days ahead. 


3. Put your head in the sand regardless, board the bus of denial, and roll off to work 
on Monday as usual, all the while thinking Hey, Harper’s not so bad after all. 


4. Buy a Derrick Jensen book and hunt for the nearest cell phone tower. 


5. Go completely extreme and join the gathering parade of zealots who believe we 
can geo-engineer our way out of the mess we’ve mired ourselves in. This would be 
the David Deutsch path of infinite optimism (of whom, more below), otherwise 
known as the Go-Big-or-Stay-Home school of thought. 


Deutsch is the quirky, brilliant, quantum physicist who likes to speak of the 
multiverse (no, not a new form of poetry); that we, in plain language, dwell within 
the grand cosmic haze of one among an infinite number of universes. And, yes, of 
course, I completely understand everything he’s talking about. He and other 
geo-extremists have proposed nearly every outlandish idea short of altering the tilt of 
Earth’s axis to cool things down. Mundane multi-trillion-dollar projects like putting 
gigantic mirrors in orbit above Earth to deflect some of the Sun’s photons. Sounds 
simple, and I’m sure they’ve computed fail-safe work-arounds to the law of 
unforeseen consequences, still the great bogeyman of universal constants. 


In Deutsch’s view, the problems we face are just that, they are problems. And all 
problems, in his view, are soluble given the appropriate knowledge — as well as the 
proper circumstances and sufficient time and wealth to acquire and apply said 
sufficient knowledge. A waltz through history — rather, Deutsch’s waltz through 
history — demonstrates this. Humans have continually solved problems that they had 
thought were insoluble, especially so in the dynamic civilizations of the West, ever 
since religious hegemony and superstition were overcome by Enlightenment thinking. 


Humans, Deutsch argues, are uniquely successful problem-solving animals. His 
ambitious optimism — and unwavering belief in the indefinite sustainability of 
progress — is based on a heady admixture of physics, mathematics, history, 
philosophy and social theory. Like, Excuse me while I poke around in another 
universe for the solutions to our problems back here on Earth — but don’t wait up, I 
could be gone for awhile. For most of us, time, infinite time, is the host of all 
problems, while humanity, both collectively and individually, is confined to the blink 
of an eye. 


But regardless of which camp you find yourself in, is it just me, or does the 
proposition that human civilization has entered its end times have a dreamlike quality 
to it, an air of unreality? Bad as things seem, could it really be true? If it is, is there 
any way to respond to the situation short of the futile, the extreme or the ridiculous? 
What, I ask you, would make sense if it actually is the case that all of humanity is 
bunched together on a precipice, above an abyss of planetary doom, with no one to 
lead us back from the edge except ourselves? 


Humans are not evolved to deal with apocalyptic scenarios; no animal is. Reading of 
past civilizations that have collapsed won’t budge us; we steadfastly refuse to believe 
it can happen to us. And this time, we are forewarned, is not going to be merely the 
collapse of an empire or two. Nor is it about a forlorn, isolated gaggle of Easter 
Islanders cutting down its last tree, or a handful of Vikings disappearing from 
Greenland circa 1000 C.E. No, this is going to be the colossal planetary implosion of 
everything, us, the ecosystems, and whatever else is out there. 


When something is too horrible to contemplate, it isn’t; instead, people try to carry 
on as they always have done. Berliners were still trying to go to work as usual only 
days before the Red Army entered the city: they could not bring themselves to 
believe it was all over. But us? No way! 


I'll leave the final, sobering comments to archaeologist Joseph Tainter, from his The_ 
Collapse of Complex Societies,:“Collapse is recurrent in human history; it is global 
in its occurrence; and it affects the spectrum of societies from simple foragers to 
great empires....Collapse is fundamentally a sudden, pronounced loss of an 
established level of sociopolitical complexity...Once a complex society enters the 
stage of declining marginal returns [where getting anything done — from replacing the 
Blue Bridge to improving public transit to reducing carbon emissions — requires a 
damaging, demoralizing and paralyzing expenditure of resources], collapse becomes 
a mathematical likelihood, requiring little more than sufficient passage of time to 
make probable an insurmountable calamity.” 


Sleep tight, though — you’ll want to get up in the morning. 
Submitted by Brian Mason, who dwells in James Bay 
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do you know about us 
poor and how our teeth 
get bad cause of poverty 
conditions like not 
getting greens cause we 
pay most of our 
disability cheques to 
land owner greedy 
peeps, we’re not covered 
for all basic dental, and it’s tough to find a dentist WHO IS 
A GOOD dentist? 


well, what about subsidized dental care available through 
the cool aid health services, hothead? it’s true, good peeps 
work there, many peeps get their teeth fixed even and not 
just pulled like normal. first of all a BIG thank you to staff 
at cool aid dental down on Johnson St 2nd floor of the 
health building. Cool Aid dental is a great place and idea 
that, unfortunately, does not work for all of us, was never 
meant to. 


as a person who was diagnosed with Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder due to childhood traumas, back in my 30s whilst 
diving into therapy for the reason of wanting to heal around 
intimacy, as i knew 1 was holding back, for good reason, 
and yet, wanted to be able to have deeper intimacy with 
friends and lovers; 1 am currently on disability and within a 
few short years, lost teeth. 


Ten years after the PTSD diagnosis, I was diagnosed with 
fibromyalgia and chronic fatigue, the specialist who resides 
in Vancouver told me i really had M.E. (Myalgic 
Encephalomyelitis), which was just beginning to be 
recognised in Canada, and that 1 was “an example to us” all 
in terms of how long I was able to work. I was working in 
Vancouver at the time of diagnosis, 1 have never been able 
to work a regular job ever since. He said that if 1 could eat 
organic, get all the health needs met and rest, 1 may be back 
at it in one year. i tried. here i am now six years later. 


the reason why 1 am sharing all that, is, as a survivor of 
childhood sexual abuse, dental work has been traumatic in 
the past for me, and to this day is difficult. I also cannot 
have any of the mold materials commonly used in a dental 
lab in my mouth, 1 instantly gag, the dental assistant said 
she had never seen a gag reflex that bad before. my 
environmental sensitivities can make it, when my immunity 
is down, horrible for me to be around most peeps. 1 know 
it’s as hard for them to be around me too sometimes, 
patience be with us all. 


anyways, i also have trouble being in a line up outside at 
0700 in order to get in to see a dentist at 0900, and, when 1 
get appointments, 1 often have to cancel due to nausea. i can 
do a lot while nauseated, dental care is not one of them. 


one day janine bandcroft introduced me to a kind and gentle 
dentist. I was reluctant to keep my teeth, 1 will be honest, 1 
have been through a lot around my teeth, but, 1 must say 
now, after two appointments this dentist is “the real mccoy.” 


the aromatherapy alone, when you first walk in, it hits you 
like a shock wave of calm, i was so relaxed. not to mention 
the greeting at the door by her staff! a person who is able to 
work in a healthy healing vibe setting obviously, 1 was 
given a tea, shown a room, simple and comfortable, where 1 
could stretch or meditate. 


the dentist rescued a lower eye tooth that Cool Aid has been 
trying to help me with for two years, we have had so many 
other issues to deal with. their work was complimented and 
i received positive feedback as well as positive feedback for 
cool aid dental. all this work on my teeth was even covered, 
so far. it seems to be that, due to the systemic failures 
within Government, it’s mostly for the poor, all about 
pulling and dentures. why not complete coverage for 
everyone? Wasn’t that what our recent ancestors fought for? 


How about if, where our Governments won’t, where cool 
aide is unable, other local dentists can help out. what if 
dental clients, if they’re able, gave 10% of their own bill 
towards a community fund that could be used for people 
like me? donors could say if they want their donation to go 


local newz 


to a specific person, or group of people (like first nations). 


an anonymous donor gave money for me to get work that 
will not be covered. i am so grateful, this experience has 
helped my smile. for the record, i kinda like the empty 
space where the rotten tooth used to be. character and all. 
due to the trauma dental work can give me, it’s so great to 
have a safe and clean air zone for peeps like me. I actually 
want to go back to the dentist! 


So, encourage the great dentists you know to do this, that is 
what i am asking here at Street Newz. Maybe we can even 
find someone to build a website and match donations to 
dentists! 


my blog is up! web.resist.ca/~askhothead/blog 


copwatch will be hosted soon. be patient, please comment! 


Transform Homelessness Advocacy Watch, THAW, 
proceeds and is in final editing. we hope to host a 
screening in November, “the good lord willing” and the 
creek don’t rise! THAW’s YouTube account will show 
much that could not fit in the documentary. 


The Committee To End Homelessness, from whence 
THAW was born, continues its hard work dealing with the 
recent attacks on our homeless family here in Victoria. One 
recent attack came, of all places, from the Board at Our 
Place. They have decided, as clarified by Sandra the new 
ED at our last meeting at Our Place chapel, that it was the 
board’s choice to stop feeding families. 


I spoke up against the poor bashing reasons given for the 
sudden change. The “right wing Harper led police state 
spin” is on my friends. Sandra clarified that the board 
believes, “it is not safe at Our Place for 19 and under due to 
all the violence that has occurred, we don’t want children 
hurt.” Let’s look at reality and past the poor bashing spin 
maybe? Take accountability. Blame greedy Governments 
and no commitment Governments and so called helping 
institutions who “cow toe” to pressure from minority 
interests? 


First of all, families with children have only been able to 
attend, safely over many years now, meals in the chapel. 
there has never been an incident of violence at or directly 
around a child with family at Our Place home! violence 
happens amongst adults everywhere all over. as a matter of 
fact, we just had a street involved couple lose their child to 
death, while the child was in care. an investigation is 
occurring. my heart breaks and screams for this family who 
shared the last meal with their child safely at Our Place and 
yet, their child dies in custody. 


what will be next? no illicit drug involved folks allowed? 
no known drug dealers allowed? soon, if you live in a 
house/apartment you may not be allowed! the Coalition to 
end Homelessness (a very different group from the 
grassroots Committee to End Homelessness which was 
formed first) put out a booklet defining homelessness. the 
City funds this coalition, is the city gonna demand 
provincial and federal governments do what it takes to open 
housing NOW, tell its police force to stop attacking its 
homeless citizens? Are we as citizens gonna stand up 
alongside our indigenous sisters and brothers as their youth 
are beaten as in Williams Lake area recently, allegedly by 
RCMP? What about the poor bashing within media? 
People, take what is yours or watch it disintegrate to a 
police state! 


For more information about what happened at our place, 
check the blog at web.resist.ca/~askhothead/blog. 


Check out Occupation Wall Street now on Bay street, join 
women in Ireland who have boycotted Catholic mass until 
violence against women stop and, canadian citizens 
working with american citizens represent to stop the oil 
pipe line and has heads rolling in Toronto, citizens against 
the “smart” meters. positive resistance and action that 
corporate media are working real hard to keep from you. 
you know something, tell somebody. ps, pass it on. 


hothead’s a visitor on Lekwungen Territory. 
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Taking it to the People! 


Who speaks for the homeless? YOU DO! 


Is it getting tougher or easier on the street? Why is violence 
increasing? Is nobody listening to you? Well, we are. 


The Victoria Committee to End Homelessness (not the Coalition, 
we're the ginger group!) is holding meetings the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7 pm at Silver Threads (Douglas & Herald St., across 
from the old Bay). We're meeting the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of every month at 1:30 pm in the Chapel at Our Place. 


This is your chance to speak, bitch, plan and run your own 
meeting. We'll be there, but just to help. Everyone is welcome and 
you don't have to be homeless right now. 


You've got street experience and street needs and what you report 
or propose is valuable. We can help pass it on and press for 
change and for answers. 


We're activists who have been meeting for more than three years. 
We challenge City Hall, the provincial government, the service 
providers and the police. Many of us have street experience. 


Join us in at Silver Threads, and/or Our Place on Wednesday ! 
For more info phone 250 480 4854 or email to: alisonacker@shaw.ca. 
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Prowler - the Ensign Car Lot Cat 


Walking down Yates Street in the deep still of night. A cat 
meticulously groomed scurries briskly across, then suddenly 
stops to make eye contact. As mysterious as he seems, I 
sensed I’ve met a friend. I was right. He is like no other cat 
because he’s .... Prowler. 


I later find out Prowler is the resident cat with his own “cat 
house” at Ensign Motors. Each time spent with Prowler is 
like time spent with a lifelong friend. Through the good and 
not so good days a quest for that extra something is always 
found in a visit. Sometimes groggy and sleepy, Prowler 
senses me and darts from the cat cave for another visit. 


A friendship built on trust I have as I tell my feline friend 
my problems and I believe he understands. A parting will 
result in a look of total abandonment and loneliness that 
grips Prowler. In this life we think our beloved friends and 
family will be around forever. That would be more than 
nice but it is not always the case. Days and weeks pass as 
I'll worry about my friends wellbeing, not believing or 
thinking the worst. 


With the news came a sudden emptiness and my heart sank. 
But the whole mystery of life and answers to this are still to 
be found, believing Prowler is called back to the Divine. I 
shall miss those visits. And so will a lot of others. The staff 
and customers of Ensign 


Meg Poppins who would bring a : 
meals to Prowler and myself. 

Everyone loved and will miss 

Prowler - the Ensign car lot cat 

that radiated friendliness and 

love, who is roaming and 

prowling in heaven above. 


Mark Idczak, January 20th 2011 
photo - not necessarily Prowler 
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The Pirate Roots 


regional newz 


of Occupational Disability Compensation 


by Jim Erkiletian 


Coming from an old pirate town, Nanaimo BC 
on Vancouver Island, we hear a lot of stories 
about disabilities among sailors. One pirate who 
came into a bar in Nanaimo after several years at 
sea was recognized by the bartender who 
remarked on how he’d changed. “I see you got a 
peg leg now.” 


The pirate nodded and said, “I lost me leg to a 
cannon ball in a battle off Tortuga. But the peg 
works just fine.” 


“And I see,” the bartender noted, “you have a 
hook now for the right hand.” 


“Yep. I lost me hand in a sword fight in the 
Azores. But the hook works almost as good as 
the hand. Even better for some things like 
brawling and such.” 

“And I see you have a patch over your right eye 


99 


now. 


“Yep,” the pirate replied. “It was off the African 
coast. I was looking at the clouds on a nice day 
and a sea gull pooped in me eye.” 


“Wow,” the bartender said. “I didn’t know you 
could lose an eye to bird poop.” 


“It was the first day I had me hook.” 


I don’t know if this story is true or not, but it is 
recorded that some pirate captains drafted a set 
of rules for dealing with shares of booty, general 
behavior aboard ship, and occupational 
disabilities incurred by crewmen. Piracy was a 
rather high risk profession. 


Most of these Articles have been lost to us, as to 
be in possession of a set was an admission of guilt 
in a court in the 1700s. But a few have survived. 


The loss of an eye, arm or leg usually entitled a 
crewman to compensation, indicating these were 
common on-the-job injuries. In the Articles of 
Captains George Lowther and Edward Low, 
drafted around 1722, any seaman to lose a limb 
was to receive 600 pieces of Eight. Henry 
Morgan’s Articles from the 1690s entitled a 
sailor to 600 pieces of Eight or six slaves for loss 
of a right arm, 500 pieces of Eight or five slaves 
for the left arm, 500 Eights or five slaves for a 
right leg and 400 Eights or four slaves for a left 
leg, right down to 100 pieces of Eight or one 
slave for loss of an eye or finger. Morgan was 
probably not a southpaw. 


This was a time when there were no rehab 
programs for sailors who sustained injuries in 
“legal” combat. Large numbers of disabled 
ex-seamen were reduced to begging on the 
streets of London, Paris and Barcelona after 
having served in their countries’ navies. 


While some members of the nobility were 


awarded grants of land and pensions after 
displaying bravery in battle, the idea of pensions 
for seamen and grunts was not generally known, 
except among communist and anarchist theorists. 


On the other hand, 400 pieces of Eight and a 
couple of slaves could set up a disabled pirate 
quite nicely on his own plantation in the 
Caribbean. While some pirates may have taken 
care to save some of their booty from raids, it’s 
likely the majority squandered their earnings 
away in the brothels and gambling houses of 
Tortuga and New Orleans. Caught between the 
noose and the deep blue sea, preparing for old 
age isn’t something the average pirate would 
have given priority. 


The lure of piracy, in spite of the high rate of 
disability, is easy to understand. Excepting the 
captain, who generally rated a double share, 
pirate crews, from the cabin boy to the first mate, 
often shared in an equal division of the spoils. 
(Morgan got “five or six portions” with double 
shares for the ship’s carpenter and surgeon). 
Outlaws everywhere know how problems can 
arise if there is some disagreement over the 
division of the loot, especially if everyone has 
risked their lives in a team effort. 


The average British man-of-war captain of the 
time received 16 times the wages of a crewman, 
with graduated scales of pay for the various 
officers and specialists, with no guarantee of 
special treatment for any crippling losses. 


Eventually the world’s navies, in an effort to 
reduce piracy and maybe show a bit of fairness 
in their treatment of their own sailors, began to 
adopt more humane policies. Governments came 
to understand the advantages of supporting the 
less fortunate by the middle of the 1800s. But it 
was the outlaws and anarchists who made the 
governments of the 1800s aware of the 
importance of insuring all members of society be 
cared for in spite of their disabilities. 


Today we understand better the incredible amount 
of creativity, technological advances and 
economic advantages we derive from ensuring 
that the disabled community be enabled to 
participate more fully in society. It was pirates 
who showed us how more humane safety nets can 
result in greater success and wealth for everyone. 


In Pirate Chips, a fish-and-chips diner in Nanaimo, 
one Codes of Piracy is posted on the wall. I asked 
Angie, the owner, if she stuck her hand in the 
french fry vat and lost an arm, which she’d rather 
have, six hundred pieces of Eight or six slaves. 


She said “Yeah.” 


photo lifted from jeroendeboer.net who didn't 
indicate any copyright concerns. 


Do, ho, haul ogri 

hoist the colors high. 
Heave ho, thieves 
and beggars, never 





sap we die. 


(3 Soccer! 


“Highshka” and hello “street soccer” 
fans! I recently represented our 
“extended Canadian street family,” 
Street Soccer Canada, and Victoria 
Street Soccer at the 2011 Homeless 
World Cup of Street Soccer in Paris, 
France. 


We played in the park with the Eiffel 
Tower in the background for ten 
glorious days and played fifteen or so 
countries: Italy, Nigeria, Palestine, 
Cambodia, Sweden, France, Argentina, 
Spain, Mexico and South Korea to 
name a few. We had a women’s 
Canadian Team and a men’s Canadian 
team. Scotland beat Mexico in the final 
for the men’s division and Kenya beat 
Mexico in the women’s division. 
There were 64 countries represented 
plus Wales who weren’t invited but 
came with a team ready to compete. 
Canada had a friendly match with 
Team Wales and it was a blast! We 
were also treated to a qualifying UEFA 
match; Paris St. Germain and 
Luxembourg and we had great seats! 
StreetSoccer Canada also made sure 
there was something to do like taking a 
boat ride down the Seine river and 
visiting Versailles and the famous 
Notre Dame cathedral. 


For those who are not familiar with 
“street soccer” it is new game played 
with boards like hockey and smaller turf 
fields. It is 3 on 3 with a goalie on each 
team and the forward or striker has to 
stay behind the half-field marker so it is 
basically a perpetual power play like 
hockey with line changes. The games are 
quicker and shorter but very exciting!! 


At Victoria Street Soccer we just kind 
of go with the flow and depending on 
how many players show up (last week 
we had 24 players) we usually just 
divide in two and make the field to fit 
the game (usually half a regular field). 
We also are talking about playing in 
the lacrosse box up at Topaz park so 
we can use the boards which bring a 
new angle to the game. The Homeless 
World Cup of Street Soccer actually 
morphed out of the International Street 
Newspaper Organizations and local 
papers like our Victoria Street Newz so 
please support your local independent 
media and street vendors. 


Victoria Street Soccer started in May 
and we meet every Sunday at 3:00 at 
Vic High and Fernwood Community 
Center on Monday nights at 6 o’clock 
and every Thursday we play at Pearkes 
arena in an indoor league at 5:45. For 
more information you can find us on the 
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internet at VictoriaStreetSoccer.org anid 
you can watch me and games from this 
year, and past years’ tournaments on the 
web at HomelessWorldCup.org In 2012 
the Homeless World Cup is being held 
in Mexico City and maybe one man and 
one women out there will be chosen to 
play for Canada like I was able to this 
year in Paris. If you want to get some 
exercise and improve your soccer skills 
come on out and join the Victoria 
Dreams Street Soccer Teams. We play 
indoors and outdoors and we have a 
very diverse team so don’t worry that 
you aren’t good enough, you are! 


Soccer is essentially an easy game and 
when played properly unskilled and 
skilled can work together to be a good 
team. It is all about teamwork and 
communication to me which makes a 
greater and better team. 


This is new to Victoria and we need the 
community’s support and are still 
growing. Many other teams have 
webpages with personal and team 
stories and we could also use help in 
this area as well as fundraising, 
organizing, and just helping out. 


This year, Andrew, who owns Fat 
Daddy’s catering here in town has been 
feeding us hungry soccer players a 
meal after practise and A.J. usually 
drives by Rock Bay shelter to pick up 
anybody who wants to play and takes 
them back. I believe exercise, support 
and being a part of a team are all 
healthy building blocks for keeping a 
community healthy and individuals 
healthy. Victoria Street Soccer has 
surely helped me deal with the stresses 
of city life and living in poverty in 
such a wealthy country as Canada and 
more specifically Victoria. 


I believe that “street soccer” has room 
to grow in Canada where it is too cold 
to play outside all year around in many 
communities and can help make 
individuals and communities healthier 
and happier by building bridges 
between people in different age groups, 
classes, genders and religions etc. I 
find Street Soccer is a great way to 
break these barriers and a great way to 
bring people together. 


If you want to help out, join up or 
donate please contact Victoria Street 
Soccer at VictoriaStreetSoccer.org. 


lovesandrespects, 
Richard” Rocket” Clemens. 


photo of Richard and Canadian 
Women’s Team in Paris thanks to 
Danielle Batist 


the Street Newz Vendor Team 


Want to earn some 29 and promote independent media? 
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Contact John at 
250-866-5863 or 
visit his “office” near 
Fort on Douglas St. 





Bernie Craig Evelyn Ken Rose 
Beacon Hill London Drugs Cook St. Village Douglas @ Yates Gov't St. 
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Shirley Trish 


James Bay Thrifty’s London Drugs 






Thank You for Supporting Independent Media! 


We do not accept funding from corporate or government sources. We 
prefer to offer valuable print space to important news and information 
rather than fill it up with advertising. We’re doing all we can to keep our 
costs at a minimum. 


We are very grateful to Vancity for granting us 
$5000 to help with production costs. This will keep Vancity 


us going for another six months. 


= k Vendors pay 50 
cents for each 
Street Newz . 


Whatever you 
give them is 
theirs to keep. 


If you know of any other grantors willing to fund a non-profit that 
doesn’t have charitable status, please let us know who they are. We’re 
online at RelativeNewz.ca, email is streetnewz@islandnet.com. Thanks. 
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Street Newz Revenue 
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Paper Sales (from previous mth) 543.50 366.50 322.50 | Don't Miss an Iooyel 


Donations 60.00 360.00 110.00 

Gifts (incl in-kind) 40.00 40.00 200.00 inti i ' 
Co-ordinator's Contribution ” -77.52F 201.34F 134.13 | Subscription Rates (12 issues/year) : | 
Subscriptions 35.00 0.00 95.00 Electronic Regular Low income USA Intl 
Direct Donations to Coordinator 50.00 50.00 0.00 $20 535 $20 640 550 
Bread & Roses Donation to SNZ 800.00 800.00 800.00 ae 

Total Street Newz Revenue 1450.98 1817847 1667.63. | Volume Subscriptions | 
Street Newz Expenses for your clients/customers/office: 

Salaries 800.00 800.00 800.00 | 5 copies/mth for $175/yr; 10 copies/mth for $30 0yr I 
Paper & Printing Costs 392.00 483.84 358.40 

Office expenses/website 40.79 55.00 0.00 | Just a Donation | 
Vendor/Writer Meetings 14.75 16.00 37.00 : ‘ . : . . 

Unanticipated vendor debt 0.00 65.00 50.00 Name: 

Ttl Street Newz Expenses i . l 

Street Newz 135.00 335.00 355.00 || Address: l 
Bread & Roses Revenue City: 

Grants (Vancity) 0.00 ooo 5000.00 y VITY: [ 
Total Bread & Roses Revenue 0.00 0.00 5000.00 Province/State: Postal/Zip: 

Bread & Roses Expenses l TR || 
Street Newz Donation 800.00 800.00 800.00 Phone/email: 

Tt! Bread & Roses Expenses ” 800.00" 800.00 800.00 J Please return to Victoria Street Newz | 
Bread & Roses 800.00 -800.00 4200.00 1027 Pandora Ave, Vie BC, V8V 3P6 
Consolidated Tti (SNZ + B&R)| -665.00!_ -465.00| 4555.00 | or donate safely online - relativenewz.ca | 
Bread & Roses Bank Balance 1795.88 1296.12 5690.00 T h ank g! 

Conference Fund 110.00 110.00 gE | am a A A O A E a 


